
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evening Prayer  
Thursday May 18, 2023 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reverend: Mpho Tutu van Furth 
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We give you thanks, O God, we give you thanks, calling upon your 

Name and declaring all your wonderful deeds. Psalm 75:1 

Confession 

The Deacon or Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins to God. 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People 

God of all mercy, 

we confess that we have sinned against you, 

opposing your will in our lives. 

We have denied your goodness in each other, 

in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 

We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 

the evil we have done, 

and the evil done on our behalf. 

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 

through our Savior Jesus Christ, 

that we may abide in your love 

and serve only your will. Amen. 

  

Absolution 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 

eternal life. Amen. 



 

 

Opening Versicle 

 

Officiant   O God, be not far from us. 

People   Come quickly to help us, O God 

 

Doxology 

 
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for 

ever. Amen. Alleluia 

 

Evening Psalm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lessons 

A reading from the Acts Chapter  1 beginning at the 1st verse 

Acts 1:1-11 

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that 

Jesus did and taught from the beginning until the 

day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving 



 

 

instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles 

whom he had chosen. After his suffering he 

presented himself alive to them by many convincing 

proofs, appearing to them during forty days and 

speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying 

with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, 

but to wait there for the promise of the Father. 

"This," he said, "is what you have heard from me; for 

John baptized with water, but you will be baptized 

with the Holy Spirit not many days from now." 

So when they had come together, they asked him, 

"Lord, is this the time when you will restore the 

kingdom to Israel?" He replied, "It is not for you to 

know the times or periods that the Father has set by 

his own authority. But you will receive power when 

the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and 

to the ends of the earth." When he had said this, as 

they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud 

took him out of their sight. While he was going and 

they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two 

men in white robes stood by them. They said, "Men 

of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward 

heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you 

into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him 

go into heaven." 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches. 

People   Thanks be to God. 

 



 

 

Holy is His Name (hymn we have used before) 3 blz 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke chapter 24 

beginning at the 44th verse 

Luke 24:44-53 

Jesus said to his disciples, "These are my words that 

I spoke to you while I was still with you-- that 

everything written about me in the law of Moses, the 

prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled." Then he 

opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and 

he said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Messiah 

is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third 

day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is 

to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning 

from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. 

And see, I am sending upon you what my Father 

promised; so stay here in the city until you have been 

clothed with power from on high." 

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting 

up his hands, he blessed them. While he was blessing 

them, he withdrew from them and was carried up 

into heaven. And they worshiped him, and returned to 

Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually 

in the temple blessing God. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches. 

People   Thanks be to God. 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

The Apostles ’Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  

The Salutation 

The officiant introduces the prayer 

Officiant God be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Officiant Let us pray. 

 

 

  



 

 

Eternal Spirit, 

Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 

Source of all that is and that shall be, 

Father and Mother parent of us all, 

Loving God, in whom is heaven: 

 

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 

The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 

sustain our hope and come on earth. 

 

With the bread we need for today, feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 

In times of temptation and testing, strengthen us. 

From trials too great to endure, spare us. 

From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 

now and forever. Amen 

 

The Suffrages 

That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 

That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and 

offenses, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 

  



 

 

That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 

 

That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be 

condemned before the great judgment seat of Christ, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 

That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the 

communion of [_______ and] all your saints, entrusting one 

another and all our life to Christ, We entreat you, O Lord. 

The Collect of the Day 

Almighty God, whose blessed Son our Savior Jesus 

Christ ascended far above all heavens that he might 

fill all things: Mercifully give us faith to perceive 

that, according to his promise, he abides with his 

Church on earth, even to the end of the ages; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory 

everlasting. Amen. 

Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and 

the day is past; be our companion in the way, kindle 

our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you 

as you are revealed in Scripture and the breaking of 

bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. Amen. 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep 

this night, and give your angels charge over those who sleep. 

Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the 

dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the 

joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen. 



 

 Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow. 



 

 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 

Officiant and People 

 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one 

accord to make our common supplication to you; and you have 

promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three 

are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of 

them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be 

best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, 

and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

Then may be said 

Let us bless our God. Alleluia, alleluia 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more 

than we can ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to 

generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. 

Amen.   Ephesians 3:20, 21  


